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FROM THE PRESIDENT & BOARD

Happy Birthday to the 30-Up Club, on our 70th anniversary. 
The 30-Up Club’s first bylaw booklet states it was founded in 
1951. On St. Patrick’s Day, it began as a singles, social 
club for people over 30 years of age, at it’s first home at 
288 Yonge St. It’s second location was at 77 Richmond St. 
and later moved to Dundas St. in Toronto. Eventually all 
of the club’s members got married to each other and so the 
club changed to be open to club members of any marital 
status. The club, then dropped the group social events of; 
curling, bowling, ice fishing, rabbit hunting, golfing with 
pro instruction, spring and autumn colour country tours, 
putting on plays, and Sunday darts and cards followed by 
7:30 dances, sometimes with dance instructors. The 
30-Up has retained the most social of events, Ballroom 
dancing. It’s first motto was “You’re a stranger here but 
once” and to promote “good fellowship”. The pandemic 
restrictions, make it a better, healthier choice for a big 
celebration next year. 
Thanks to its great past and present leadership and boards, 
the 30-Up is one of Canada’s oldest, volunteer continuously 
run, non-profit clubs, for Ballroom dancing. The 30-Up 
Club, is now open to all ages, of any marital status and we 
became a dance club that provides its members with a 
wonderful, fun environment to practice their passion of 
Ballroom and the joy of social dancing. Dance is a stress 
reliever, helping bond couples, a weight resisting activity 
to help protect your bone density, a way to socialize, and 
a creative outlet conditioning, while burning fat, by helping 
to boost your metabolism. There is also a non-ridged mix 
of International Ballroom and the fun social dances like; 
salsa, mambo, Argentine tango, polka, merengue, line 
dances and others like west coast swing, disco or bachata, 
to be chosen by the DJ and by requests from the dancers. 
Theme Nights were created to recognize the diversity of 
different cultures, tastes and all the ways we love to dance. 
It is a reason to dress up formally, in costume, or just for 
fun. Grand decor and themes help dancers get up to dance, 
transport to a different world and perhaps to be featured 
as a favourite memory in your photo album. For three 
quarters of a century dancing at the 30-Up Club has helped 
to pull us together to share a host of emotional and physical 
memories. Some day, it will be safe to hit the dance floor 
again. It will be fabulous to dance at the 30-Up Club to 
have uplifting fun and make good friends. The 30-Up Club 
will continue to make great dance memories. Have your 
dance shoes ready.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our 30-Up 2021 AGM will be held on Zoom at 5 p.m. on 
Saturday April 24th. At this meeting, we will be electing a 
new Executive for the Club. All members of the current 
Executive are running for re-election, so we are assured a 
full Board to carry us through these complicated times.  
We encourage others to run, and current Board Members 
will not take offence!  If you are interested, please contact 
Marjorie White (mwhite@jobchart.com) or Peter Van Tol 
(pvt1427@gmail.com)  
All nominations must be received on or before 15th April. 
This early date will allow us to arrange a vote to be held 
during the Zoom AGM meeting. 

MISSED CELEBRATIONS
In February, we missed celebrating Chinese New Year, 
and Valentine’s Day... and in March we will miss our St 
Patrick’s Day Dance – which was our very first event to be 
cancelled when we shut down last year. We will also miss 
our (70th) Anniversary celebration, the always very 
popular Black & White Ball.

Note: The 30-Up Club was incorporated in 1964 and might be the second oldest non profit 
volunteer Canadian Ballroom Dance Club and here are some birthdays: UBC Vancouver 
Dance Club 1949, 30-Up Club 1951, University of Alberta Dance Club 1957, Sarnia 
Ballroom Dancing Club 1982 and the Westway is over 40 years young. Early dress code at 
the 30-Up was Jacket and Tie for club members. They were checked in and escorted to their 
table by a Sargent at Arms. To become a club member you had to be vouched for by two 
members of good standing. A platinum jubilee is a celebration held to mark a seventieth 
anniversary for royalty. The gifts given might be Sapphire, quartz or platinum (the metal 
that symbolises strength, rarity, endurance, purity of true love, integrity and truth). 

As we celebrate the 30-Up Club’s 70th anniversary, we are 
also sadly recognizing the anniversary of the COVID-19 
Virus, which caused us to shut down the Club last Friday, 
March 13th 2020.  You may remember that it was in that 
week the Prime Minister’s wife returned to Canada with 
the Virus, and the NBA and NHL halted operation. Apart 
from a brief period in which we were able to allow some 
teaching, and small groups of people to dance, the Club 
has been closed for a year. 
I thank the Board, whose careful stewardship, greatly aided 
by Federal Government funding to support our remaining 
major expenses (rent, and taxes), has ensured that the Club 
will continue to thrive. 
Now it is time to cautiously plan for the summer and what 
we can expect will be a gradual - but joyous - reopening. 
There are two decisions by the Board already: 

One disappointing change is that our friends at Dance Plus, 
which has been next door to the 30-Up Club for 22 years, 
have moved as the Landlord needs more space for his own 
business. (This will not affect our space in any way, and 
the Landlord has indicated his willingness to continue our 
lease beyond next year. However, we always keep an eye 
out for other locations until we have signed a mutually 
satisfactory deal!)  
I’m sure that the 30-Up Club’s long and mutually supportive 
relationship with Barbara Wilson and Ron will continue 
as they search for, and open up at, a new location. Dance 
Plus is still open for shoe sales and can be reached through 
www.dancepluscanada.com.

Although ongoing “permanent” table reservations will no 
longer exist, Members will be able to pay and book ahead 
for a particular table in advance through our website. 
Since people have not been able to get full value from their 
Memberships, these will all be extended until June 30th 
2022. New Members will be accepted when we reopen.
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